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St.  John's  Lutheran  Church  Cemetery 
"The  Field  and  Acre  of  Our  God" 

By:   Mary  Frances  Mauney 

A  Short  Hisloiy 

Many  citizens  of  Cherryville  and  the  surrounding  area,  who  have 
family  ties  to  the  Lutheran  faith,  can  trace  their  religious  roots  to 
St.  John's  Lutheran  Church. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  years  ago,  a  small  band  of  stalwart 
German  settlers  founded  and  gave  to  the  village  of  Cherryville  its 
first  house  of  worship.  The  Church's  name  became  St.  John's  Lutheran 
Church  and  the  sand  clay  road  on  which  the  simple  meeting  house  stood 
became  known  as  Church  Street. 

With  the  passing  of  time  the  earthly  lives  of  certain  members  of 
the  little  Lutheran  Church  were  brought  to  a  close.  The  dead  were 
laid  to  rest  beneath  the  sheltering  pines  at  the  rear  of  the  Church. 

Before  long,  this  small  plot  of  ground  was  serving  as  a  final 
resting  place  for  the  townspeople  as  well  as  for  the  members  of  St. 
John's  Congregation.  An  urgent  need  arose  for  additional  land. 
Church  members  reached  upward  to  God  in  prayer,  and  God  sent  them  His 
answer  through  Gaston  Manufacturing  Company  -  (known  today  as  Dora 

Yarn  Mills) . 

& 

Gaston  Manufacturing  Company,  Cherryville' s  second  cotton  mill, 

was  built  circa  1896  on  land  to  the  north  and  rear  of  St.  John's 

Church.   Founders  of  the  mill  consisted  of:   Mel  Rudisill,  Charter 

member  of  St.  John's;  The  Rev.  John  J.  George,  pastor  of  St.  John's 

at  the  time;  Jacob  and  Andrew  Mauney  of  Kings  Mountain  who  were 
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brothers  of  charter  member,  Samuel  S.  Mauney. 

The  mill,  realizing  the  Church's  need  for  a  larger  burying 
ground,  gave  the  congregation  a  sizable  portion  of  its  land  located 
just  behind  St.  John's  property.  The  gift  was  made  with  the  provision 
that  the  church  allow  townspeople  to  be  buried  in  the  lower  Northwest 
section  of  the  property.  The  congregation  gladly  agreed  to  this 
arrangement  which  it  still  honors  today,  ninety  some  odd  years  later. 

At  the  Northwest  corner  of  the  newly  enlarged  cemetery  an 
entrance  way,  with  columns  made  from  field  stones,  was  built  to 
accommodate  the  townspeople.  The  entrance  in  its  original  form 
remains  today  on  West  Fourth  Street,  earlier  known  as  Mill  Street. 
Gradually  the  property  near  the  Church  became  "St.  John's  Cemetery" 
and  the  lower  part  of  the  property  became  known  as  "The  City 
Cemetery."  Only  an  imaginary  or  understood  line  separated  the  two 
burying  grounds. 

In  the  late  nineteen  thirties,  the  City  of  Cherryville  officially 
established  its  own  cemetery  on  East  Church  Street.  Eventually  the 
townsfolk  ceased  to  bury  their  loved  ones  in  St.  John's  Cemetery. 

In  the  early  forties,  the  Church  purchased  additional  land  for 
its  burying  ground  from  the  Stroupe  family  in  Burnsville,  North 
Carolina.  This  land  bordered  on  the  Northeast  side  of  St.  John's 
Cemetery  property  and  was  adjacent  to  the  Jessie  VanDyke  property. 
The  land  ran  north  500  feet,  then  west  to  the  original  cemetery 
property.  Carl  A.  Rudisill,  church  member  and  local  textile 
executive,  was  instrumental  in  obtaining  this  property. 

Following  purchase  of  the  Stroupe  property,  Audie  E.  Beam,  local 


Landscape  gardener,  was  engaged  by  the  congregation  to  sketch  and 
rarry  out  plans  for  a  formal  cemetery.   Mr.  Beam's  plans  included 
Irives,  walkways,  and  several  sections  or  blocks  of  ground  consisting1 
of    burial  plots.   The  beautiful  oak  trees  which  line  the  cemetery 
irives  today  were  planted  by  Audie  Beam. 

For  the  next  half  century  no  additional  land  was  purchased  for 
3t.  John's  Cemetery.  During  this  last  fifty  year  period,  the  section 
In  the  cemetery  reserved  for  new  graves  has  naturally  grown  smaller. 
\t  the  present  time  (1995)  only  members  of  St.  John's  are  privileged 
:o  purchase  burial  plots  in  the  church  cemetery.  There  are  still  some 
inused  plots  in  the  old  city  cemetery  section  which  are  available  to 
:he  public  at  no  cost. 

A  Word  Painting 
St.  John's  Church  Cemetery  embraces  over  a  century  of  history, 

luring  which  time  members  of  the  congregation  experienced  wars, 

economic  depressions,  epidemics  of  various  diseases,  and  great  changes 

.n  the  world  surrounding  them.   Yet,  the  members  remained  faithful  and 

lany  of  them  chose  to  have  their  remains  rest  in  the  hallowed  ground 

lear  their  beloved  St.  John's  Church. 

Today  (1995)  there  are  approximately  /  /  j"  graves  in  St. 

rohn's  cemetery.    There  are  some  graves  of  long  ago  which  still 

emain  unmarked.    A  number  of  early  monuments  standing  on  this 

'enerable  plot  of  ground  are  made  of  soapstone  or  other  soft  rocks. 

t  was  reasonably  easy  in  olden  days  for  a  stone  cutter  or  neighbor 

o  cut  names,  dates  and  other  messages  by  hand  on  these  soft  rocks. 

nfortunately  these  soft  headstones  have  deteriorated  with  the  passing 


of  time  and  their  inscriptions  are  difficult  to  decipher.   However, 

the  majority  of  tombstones  in  St.  John's  Cemetery  are  still  legible. 

Much  local  history  can  be  learned  by  studying  them. 

Many  dates  of  birth  in  the  early  1830' s  are  inscribed  upon  the 

tomb  rocks.   It  is  regrettable  that  there  is  no  date  of  death  on  the 

grave  marker  of  the  first  person  ever  to  be  buried  in  St.  John's 

Cemetery.   The  original  marker  merely  read: 

Dr.  Barns 

1st  Person 

Buried  in  this 

Cemetery 

In  1985  the  weathered  Barn's  headstone  was  severely  vandalized. 
It  was  respectfully  restored  in  1989  by  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church. 

According  to  an  old  newspaper  clipping,  Dr.  Barns  came  to 
Cherryville  around  the  year  1883  to  practice  medicine.  He  occupied 
a  "nice  two  room  dwelling  with  a  chimney  in  the  middle".  The  news 
article  stated  that  Dr.  Barns  was  considered  a  good  doctor  and  that 
he  was  well  liked  by  the  villagers. 

Church  records  and  names  on  tombstones  in  St.  John's  Cemetery 
reflect  many  family  names  whose  roots  go  deeply  into  the  red  clay  of 
Piedmont,  North  Carolina. 

A  majority  of  St.  John's  forty-one  charter  members  rest  from 
their  labors  in  the  graveyard  of  the  Lutheran  Church  which  in  1881 
they  helped  to  found.  A  few  confederate  veterans,  many  World  War  I 
and  World  War  II  veterans,  and  also  several  veterans  of  our  country's 
more  recent  wars  lie  beneath  the  soil  at  St.  John's. 

In  the  graveyard  of  Cherryville' s  first  church  are  the  earthly 
remains  of  ever  so  many  hometown  people  from  different  points  of  time 
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and  from  every  walk  of  life,  all  of  whom  are  children  of  God. 

Occasionally  a  young  adult  member  leaves  St.  John's  to  pursue  his 
life's  work  in  distant  some  place.  Years  later  as  death  draws  near, 
he  makes  the  request  that  his  body  be  returned  to  the  church  of  his 
youth  for  burial  in  the  family  plot.  Since  such  a  request  has  always 
been  met  by  St.  John's,  the  so-journer  is  often  returned  home  in  death 
and  lovingly  put  to  rest  in  St.  John's  Cemetery. 

Reflections  of  a  Church  Member 
In  the  days  of  our  forefathers  every  village  church  buried  its 

dead  in  its  own  church  yard.  The  graveyard  was  truly  an  integral  part 

of  the  early  American  church.   The  custom  still  exists  today  in  some 

rural  areas,  but  one  rarely  finds  a  church  in  a  community  or  city  with 

its  own  graveyard.   St.  John's  is  one  of  those  rare  community  churches 

whose  congregation  has  loved  and  cared  for  its  cemetery  for  over  a 

century.   For  five  or  more  generations  numerous  Cherryville  families 

of  Lutheran  faith  have  worshiped  at  St.  John's  and  have  buried  their 

dead  in  the  church's  cemetery. 

A  church  cemetery  is  a  blessing  from  God.  It  deepens  the 
spirituality  of  a  congregation  in  a  quiet  and  abiding  way.  A  cemetery 
forms  a  mystical  tie  which  binds  a  congregation  to  fellow  christians 
of  past  generations.  A  cemetery  is  a  constant  reminder  of  God's 
promise  to  his  people.  A  cemetery  gives  comfort  to  those  who  have 
loved  ones  buried  just  beyond  the  church  wall.  Lastly,  a  cemetery 
with  all  that  it  signifies,  creates  in  man  a  clean  and  contrite  heart. 

Modern  man  experiences  an  ethereal  peace  as  he  walks  the  pathways 
of  his  church's  burying  ground.   Thoughts  devout  soothe  his  mind  and 


restless  soul.  Suddenly  the  reality  of  God  is  undeniable.  Man  finds 
himself  alone  with  his  maker. 

Yes,  many  blessings  are  to  be  found  in  a  church  cemetery.  Man 
needs  only  to  open  his  heart. 

Three  Lutheran  houses  of  worship  have  rested  on  the  same  site 

where  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church  stands  today.   There  has  never  been 

but  one  cemetery  for  the  congregation.  This  aged  burying  ground  bears 

witness  to  the  unbroken  record  of  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  of  our 

Lord  Jesus  Christ  at  this  very  same  site  since  1881  A.  D. 

May  the  grass  above  the  graves  be  forever  green. 

May  the  birds  in  the  trees  forever  sing, 

And  may  the   flowers  of  spring  forever  bloom, 

In  this  field  and  acre  of  our  God, 

St.  John's  Lutheran  Church  Cemetery. 


Symbolic  Meanings  of  Gravestone  Art 


The  North  Carolina  Division  of  Archives  and  History  in  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina  provides  the  following  commonly  held  interpretations 
of  early  American  gravestone  art. 

Symbols  on  tombstones  were  supposed  to  portray  those  who  were 
interred  below.  For  example,  a  dove  carved  upon  a  headstone  signified 
purity  and  devotion. 


ANGEL: 

ARCH: 
ARROW : 
BIRD: 

CANDLE  FLAME: 

COLUMNS,  DOORS: 

CROWN : 

DOVE: 

FLOWER: 

GARLAND : 

HAND  POINTING: 

HEART : 

HOURGLASS: 

LAMBS: 

MALTESE  CROSS: 
(Southern  Cross) 


Flying  -  Rebirth 

Trumpeting  -  Call  to  the  Resurrection 

Weeping  -  Grief 

Victory  of  Life;  or  Victory  in  Death 

Mortality 

Eternal  Life 

In  Flight:      Flight  of  the  Soul 

Life 

Heavenly  Entrance 

Glory  of  Life  After  Death 

Purity,  Devotion 

Frailty    of    Life;    Severed    Blossom; 
Mortality 

Victory 

Heavenly  Reward 

Love,  Mortality,  Love  of  God, 
Abode  of  the  Soul 

Time's  Inevitable  Passing 

Innocence 

Confederate  Soldier 


PALL: 


Cloth  Covering  Coffin 


SCYTHE: 

SUN  SETTING: 

THISTLE: 

TREE: 

WREATH : 


Death,  the  Divine  Harvest 

Death 

Of  Scottish  Descent 

Life 

Victory 
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